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ESG-Oriented Auditing Practice: Theoretical Evolution, Practical Pathways, and Future
Prospects

Ruining HAO, Yao SUN, Ziyi SU,Ruizhi DONG, Zhaogian LIU

Business School, Qilu Institute of Technology, Jinan 250200, Shandong, China

Abstract With the deepening implementation of the global concept of sustainable development, the integrated
ESG framework—environmental (E), social (S) and governance (G)—has become an important standard for
assessing a firm’s overall value, exerting a profound impact on traditional auditing practice. This paper re-
views the theoretical evolution and policy background of ESG auditing and analyzes the paradigm shift from
traditional financial auditing to integrated ESG auditing. It then elaborates on the comprehensive influence
of ESG on auditing standards, procedures, scope and techniques, including the construction of standardized
ESG auditing pathways, changes in key audit matters, and the application of intelligent and digital auditing
tools. Finally, in light of current research gaps, the paper proposes future directions for ESG auditing in terms
of standard harmonization, technological innovation and professional talent development, so as to provide
theoretical reference and practical guidance for advancing ESG auditing practice in China.
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