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Empowering Classroom Teaching in Marxist Political Economy Through the Red Military

Reclamation Practice of the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps

Ling SONG, Huimin CHEN

Changji University, China

Abstract Marxist political economy, a core course in Marxist theory, carries the dual task of teaching fundamental
economic principles and shaping students’ scientific worldview and values. In border-region universities, teaching
political economy must explain the internal logic of classical theory and make that theory concrete through local
practice. The red military reclamation practice of the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps is a distinc-
tive example of border development under the leadership of the Communist Party of China. Its economic history
encompasses labor creation, production organization, capital accumulation, and ownership practice, making it a
valuable local red resource for political economy education. Current use of these resources in some university
classrooms nevertheless overemphasizes spiritual narratives, provides insufficient economic-theoretical interpreta-
tion, separates theory from cases, and underuses practical teaching venues. To integrate this practice systematically
into the curriculum, border-region universities should map military reclamation practice to the core principles of
political economy, build localized teaching case repositories, develop problem-oriented classroom designs, expand
field-based second-classroom activities, and improve multidimensional assessment. This approach can address
the disconnect between professional knowledge and value education. It can enrich border-region teaching cases
for adapting Marxist political economy to the Chinese context and contemporary conditions, while supporting the
cultivation of an awareness of the Chinese national community and applied economics and management talent
committed to Xinjiang.

Keywords red military reclamation practice of the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps; Marxist political

economy; curriculum-based ideological and political education; border-region universities; classroom teaching
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