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A Critical Reflection on the Slow Progress of Outcome-Based Education
Weixin WANG,

Xi’an Mingde University of Technology

Abstract Since its introduction in the 1970s, the concept of Outcome-Based Education (OBE) has
emerged as a core framework in global educational reform, emphasizing clearly defined learning
outcomes and reverse curriculum design. However, its implementation in Chinese higher educa-
tion has encountered significant obstacles, including limited teacher capacity, insufhcient resource
support, outdated assessment systems, and mismatches with various disciplinary characteristics. This
paper investigates the root causes of the slow progress of OBE in China from three key perspectives:

practical dilemmas, disciplinary misalighment, and the failure of continuous improvement mecha-
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nisms. It argues that the adaptability of OBE varies considerably across disciplines, especially between
practice-oriented and theoretical fields. To address these challenges, the paper proposes stratified im-
plementation strategies, dynamic support systems, and localized theoretical integration. The study
concludes that effective educational reform requires systemic coherence, contextual flexibility, and
the coexistence of diverse pedagogical paradigms, including both OBE and traditional approaches.
Keywords Outcome-Based Education (OBE); Educational Reform; Disciplinary Adaptability; Teach-
ing Assessment; Localization and Innovation
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