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Abstract The system of separation of powers is conducive to building an institutional framework that effec-
tively restrains governmental authority, enabling the United States to lead one wave after another of global

scientific and technological revolutions. However, it cannot overcome the inherent laws governing the devel-
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opment of capital, and the separation of powers disperses state power to such an extent that the broad masses

of the people are also placed in a fragmented condition, making it difficult for society as a whole to form a
united force to address the problem of constraining capital. By contrast, a centralized system is highly con-
ducive to safeguarding the country’ s complete unity and has enabled China, time and again, to move toward
prosperity and strength, yet it finds it difficult to develop an institutional framework that effectively restrains
governmental authority. At the same time, centralization makes it easier to integrate state power, and the pop-
ular commitment to a “great unity” (da yitong) is likewise unshakable, so that society as a whole can form a
united force to address the problem of constraining power. Therefore, China must adhere to a people-centered
approach to development, follow a path suited to its own historical and cultural characteristics, and establish
an institutional system that can effectively restrain government power, so as to achieve the modernization of
national governance.

keywords separation of powers; centralized authority; constraining power; diminishing marginal returns;

increasing marginal costs
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