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Abstract The deepest roots of China’s development lie in its broad masses. Currently, Chinese football is expe-
riencing a stark contrast paradox, which is sufficient proof of this: on the one hand, professional football has a
multiple pyramid structure and has long been dominated by material incentives, leading to a systematic problem
of bad money driving out good money, resulting in the national team’s dismal performance and repeated defeats in
major competitions. On the other hand, the Su Chao and the Cun Chao are dominated by grassroots amateur players
who are motivated by love for their hometowns and pure enthusiasm for football. Without exorbitant salaries, only
basic food and clothing subsidies, they nevertheless deliver spectacular performances that have taken the nation
by storm. The principle of equality between officers and soldiers established by the Communist Party of China
during the Sanwan Reorganization, forged a shining example of the institutional model that “the broad masses are
the foundation of victory.” With this as a reference, the restructuring of the Chinese football system will achieve
remarkable results that will attract worldwide attention. Therefore, Chinese football’s success on the global stage
will be a wonderful interpretation of the construction of China’s political civilization.
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