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Embedding and Identification: The Practice of the Sinicization of Christianity in Northern Yunnan
from the Perspective of Social Relations

Pengfei LIAO, Min ZHAO"

Yuxi Normal University, Yuxi 653100, Yunnan, China

Abstract Systematically advancing the Sinicization of religions in China is a major mission of religious work in the
new era and provides a theoretical foundation for forging a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation in the
religious sphere. Existing studies have largely addressed the Sinicization of religions from macro-level policy and
institutional perspectives or from doctrinal and theological perspectives, while paying less attention to the everyday
micro-level practices of believers. Based on fieldwork on Christianity in northern Yunnan and drawing on a social-
relations perspective, this article examines the mutual adjustment between Christian believers and people outside the
church. It shows how the Sinicization of Christianity becomes embedded in local social order and produces value
identification through behavioral adjustment in kinship relations, mutual assistance and cooperation in locality-
based relations, and guided adaptation in governance relations. Operating in family, village, and public settings,
this mechanism links Christian communities to the social networks and ethical orders of corresponding communities.
It thus provides a micro-level practical case of the Sinicization of Christianity for strengthening the community of
the Chinese nation.

Keywords northern Yunnan; social relations; Sinicization of Christianity; forging a strong sense of community for

the Chinese nation
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